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General guideline for printing files

Information on how to create printing files
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1.0	 Foreword

Dear Customer,

we are a printing company using offset printing machines, which are able to process  
seven colors per printrun. We use a size 70 raster to print on cardboard. However, the 
total color application should not exceed 330%. White background is not required.

To guarantee a smooth process for our joint printing project, we kindly ask you to follow 
our guideline.

In case the artwork which we receive does not correspond to our requirements, the  
colleagues in our prepress department are happy to help you. However, please note that 
additional time and costs may arise in this case.

Do you have any further questions?
Please do not hesitate to contact us.
Your Weig Packaging Prepress-Team

Weig Packaging GmbH & Co. KG
Industriestraße 3
91448 Emskirchen
Deutschland

reprowp@weig.de
www.weig.de
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2.0	 Supported formats

The following formats are accepted:

4.1	 Bleed
It is necessary to have at least 3 mm bleed along eve-
ry diecutting line. This applies to all elements which 
will be cut.

1,5mm

3.0	 Diecutting template / tool data

The diecutting template is the foundation of every artwork. All design elements of a  
folding box are aligned based on the diecutting outlines. For this reason, we highly  
recommend to use our diecutting template from the very beginning. Our sales colleagues 
can provide it in different formats. 

In the artwork the diecutting lines have to be created as follows:
•	 On a separate layer, overprinted and grouped
•	 With a separate spot color, named „diecutting“

Gluing areas, which generally have to be set up without ink and varnish, are also part of the 
diecutting template. Please bear in mind that our template must not be modified in any way. 

4.0	 Printing marks and bleed 

When setting up the printing sheet, we embed all print marks needed. Therefore, you do 
not have to integrate them in the artwork. 
As for the bleed, we kindly ask you to follow below instructions:

4.2	 Distances
The gap between diecutting line and edge has to be  
1,5 mm at least. This is valid for all elements which 
should not be cut, or which should not extend into 
the creasing line (logos, text).

Adobe CCPDF X4 Esko Artpro
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5.0	 Fonts

In general we recommend to vectorize all fonts used when sending the artwork. 
However, if you prefer to preserve the possibility to have text adjustments arranged by 
us, please provide editable data. In this case, please make sure that all fonts used comply 
with the valid copyright regulations. Please also note, that since 2023 PostScript fonts 
cannot be processed in the Creative Cloud anymore. Therefore, please send OpenType or 
TrueType fonts. All used fonts have to be embedded in the file. 
Black texts will be set up in 100 % black with overprinting. For colored texts, it is recommended 
to set them up with a separate spot color.

5.1	 Font size 

The minimum font size is 6 pt. for negative texts, 5 pt. for positive texts and in case of 
color sets 7 pt. 

5.2	 Text effects

Specific text effects like italics, underlines, outlines, etc. can not be vectorized and the-
refore must not be used.

6.0	 Line widths

Please take the minimum requirements for the line width into consideration. That way 
extending during printing can be avoided. The width of the line is also valid for texts.

•	 Minimum width for negative lines with 1 color 0.18 mm
•	 Minimum width for negative lines with 2 colors 0.2 mm
•	 Minimum width for negative lines with 3 colors 0.3 mm
•	 Minimum width for negative lines with 4 colors 0.4 mm
•	 Minimum width for positive lines in 1 color 0.05 mm
•	 Minimum width for lines in color set 0.2 mm

7.0	 Images and vector graphics

Please use tiff-files with ISO coated v2 Fogra 39L profile for images.

For below elements, the minimum resolution values are:
•	 300dpi for images
•	 900dpi for logos and line drawings
•	 1200dpi for greyscale images

Logos sent to us are binding and will not be modified by us. When sending the files, please 
ensure that the logos are legally correct and can be used. 

The FSC logo is the only exception to above mentioned procedure. We check the FSC logo 
and, if requested, we can insert or adjust it. 
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8.0	 Barcodes and matrixcodes

In general, codes are to be set up with 100 % black on areas without printing.

8.1	 Barcodes

When we receive ready-to-print artworks, we do not change the EAN code anymore. 
It is the responsibility of the design agency to set up the barcode correctly and ensure 
its readability. In case we are allowed to edit the files received, we prefer to arrange the  
barcode ourselves in order to guarantee readability. Of course, the setup is carried out in 
compliance with the quality standard ISO/IEC 15416. 
If we notice during checking that the EAN code cannot be read clearly (due to the color 
or size) we will contact you for clarification. For further information on GTIN (EAN)  
regulations, you are welcome to download our info sheet (https://weig.de/de/downloads).

8.2	 Matrixcode

Matrix codes can either be inserted into the data by the design agency or alternative-
ly we can create them. In order to avoid any misunderstanding, please check with us  
beforehand if we can set up the code you need.

9.0	 Colors

9.1	 Color space

Printing files are to be created in CMYK; RGB files cannot be used.

9.2	 Color system

In order to ensure color consistency during the whole production process, we kindly ask you 
to use standardized color systems like Pantone, HKS or Euroscale. Exceptions are brand  
colors only. Process colors have to be created in the printing file according to standard ISO 
coated v2 300 ECI.

9.3	 Separations

All colors and separations in the printing file have to be clearly indicated. Colors which are not 
used should be removed from the file prior to sending. For technical colors such as embossing 
or effect varnish, please set up a separate layer with the attribute overprint. Furthermore, 
please make sure that this separation has a distinct name such as “blind embossing.” 
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10.0	    Color template

For each artwork a binding color template is needed. If you wish we can send you our 
proof for approval.

If you already have a proof or color template (e.g. from previous supplier) please note the 
following:
•	 Color proofs: are only reliable if there is a valid media wedge as well as a correspon-

ding color analysis available. It has to comply to standard ISO coated v2 300 ECI.
•	 Color template: The board needs to have the same quality in color and paperwhite.

11.0	    Richblack build

For larger areas, which are to be printed black, we recommend printing 40 % cyan stan-
dardized underneath the black ink. By doing so a rich black color can be obtained.

12.0	    File transfer

Files can be sent via your cloud, by sending us a link (e.g. WeTransfer) or an e-mail (max. 20MB).

12.1	 Filenames

In order to ensure correct assignment of the printing jobs, it is important to have the  
corresponding material number in the name of the printing file. If we receive editable 
files, please make sure to have the material number in both, the file and the folder. 

12.2	 Adjustments for subsequent orders

There are two options to implement adjustments for subsequent orders:
•	 Modifications will be done by the design agency, and we will receive ready-to-print 

data after the changes were made.
•	 The requested modifications will be arranged by us. For this option please kindly  

provide open files with editable texts.
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13.0	    Checking and approval

If we do not receive ready-to-print files, we kindly ask you to check the file carefully before 
approving it. This refers to the entire artwork. As we might arrange adjustments, create 
trappings, move elements, etc., it is crucial to check the final artwork thoroughly. After 
having received your approval we, unfortunately, cannot assume any liability for errors.

In order to be able to check our PDF in-depth before approval, we recommend to change 
the settings for transparency of your Adobe Acrobat / Acrobat Reader. To do so, please 
follow these steps:
•	 Open “Preferences”
•	 Choose tab “Page display”
•	 Go down to “Page Content and Information”
•	 Select “Always” in the box “Use Overprint Preview” 
By doing so, the correct (pre)view of our PDF is guaranteed. Otherwise, it may be falsified 
by transparencies in the document. 


